most distinctive notions. ine tneory or ideas, and the antithesis of the world of sense and the world of mind, are basic thoughts in his system. From Aristotle he has borrowed those ideas of time and eternity which are so familiar to readers of the Confessions and the City of God> as well as his definition of the soul and his idea of matter and form.
But it is very difficult to prove that he read any works of either Plato or Aristotle, except perhaps the 'Timtfus, which was much read in his day, and Aristotle's Categories and Dialectics. The Alexandrian philosophers affected to select the sounder and more striking thoughts from Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, and the rest, and Augustine would find all he has learned in them. There are few philosophic ideas in his works which cannot be found in Porphyry or Plotinus. Nourisson 1 cannot find a single original idea in his philosophy ' at the close of his careful analysis ;* and the tabulated comparison of Grandgeorge seems to trace every important thought to the Alexandrians. In the City of God, indeed, Augustine
1 Op, cit, \\. 276,isset thinks he was acquainted with the Phtfdo, Phasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
